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Michael Goodman - U.S. Coast Guard - Cold War - NC
Kenneth Hampton - U.S. Army - Cold War - KY
Frederick Hubel - U.S. Army, Navy - Vietnam - NC
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and more...
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Chapter Projects

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Chelsea Crews
              Upstate SC, WWII, Air Force
Arthur Hardy 
              Metro-Atlanta, Korea, Marine Corps
Frank Krob
              NE Ohio, Vietnam, Army
Jeffrey Rohletter
              Golden Corner SC, Gulf War/OEF, Air Force/Army
Wanda Rose
              Piedmont NC, Cold War, Army
James Terry
              Colorado Front Range, Vietnam, Army

10 YEARS OF OPERATIONS 
IMPROVES THE LIVES OF 484 VETERANS          

When John Gallina and Dale Beatty conceptualized Purple Heart Homes back in 2008, the goal was modest. Give 
Service Connected Disabled and Aging Veterans the freedom to move throughout their homes with ease, one home at a 
time. Give back to the ones who gave up so much for our freedoms, one home at a time. Give veterans from all eras a 
better quality of life, one home at a time. Step by step, home after home, the goal grew into a movement that has been 
embraced by communities across the nation. As we approach the end of 2018, it is with humility and gratitude that the 
Board and Staff of Purple Heart Homes declare that 484 Service Connected Disabled and Aging Veterans in 32 states 

have been provided with housing solutions from our Headquarters and Chapter regions.

Whether it was building a ramp, remodeling a bathroom, or repairing a roof, all 484 veterans that we assisted had a 
broad variance of needs. Purple Heart Homes would not have been able to address these needs without the necessary 
support from volunteers, donors, sponsors, and other partnerships. While our collaborative efforts have granted us the 
ability to aid so many veterans over the years, approximately four million Service Connected Disabled Veterans live in 
the United States currently. Nearly half of these veterans are 60 years of age or older. The Purple Heart Homes mission 

to provide housing solutions for Service Connected Disabled and Aging Veterans that are substantial in function, 
design, and quality - fit to welcome home the fighting men and women of America - has made terrific progress through 

the hearts of citizens across our great nation, however, the movement is far from ending. Our momentum needs to 
increase and remain steadfast until every veteran has a safe place to call home.

As we enter 2019, we invite you to join us in our mission and continue the movement. Find out how you can get 
involved by visiting our website at www.phhusa.org. Accompany us as we continue to 

“Improve Veterans’ Lives, One Home at a Time!”
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Left: Purple Heart Homes staff and volunteers construct a new deck and ramp for a Korean War Veteran in 
Statesville, NC. Right: The same Korean War Veteran sits atop of his recently completed deck and ramp with his dog
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on our Facebook, 
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pages and we’ll send 
you a FREE prize!



                                                                          Welcome to the 2018 Winter Edition of Purple Heart Homes Connections! If this is your
                                                                          first time receiving a copy of our quarterly newsletter, thank you for your interest in the
                                                                          happenings of our organization. If you are a returning reader, thank you for choosing to
                                                                          keep up with the progress of our mission.

                                                                          What a year it has been. 2018 has been a remarkable year in a number of ways. Not only
                                                                          is Purple Heart Homes wrapping up our tenth year of operations, but our organization 
                                                                          has navigated through our fair share of challenges and accomplishments. By far the 
                                                                          most notable challenge of the past year was losing my fellow Co-founder and beloved 
                                                                          battle buddy, Dale Beatty. After his unexpected passing on February 12, 2018, the staff 
                                                                          and board of Purple Heart Homes made a conscious decision to carry on our mission 
                                                                          with even more passion and dedication than ever before, and I know he would be proud 
                                                                          of what has been accomplished this year. 

                                                                          The mission to provide housing solutions for Service Connected Disabled Veterans has 
                                                                          always existed beyond the abilities of two individuals. It takes communities across the
                                                                          country to unite in the understanding that a gap continues to remain in veteran housing.
                                                                          The constant challenge we face as an organization is communicating the severity of that 
                                                                          gap effectively to people from all walks of life.

                                                                          In an effort to convey what veterans face while living in inadequate housing, Purple 
                                                                          Heart Homes partnered up with Think Broader Foundation and Wheelhouse Media 
                                                                          to create the first in what will become a series of Virtual Reality Empathy Experiences.
                                                                          We place the viewer inside the home of a wheelchair-bound veteran who has to 
                                                                          maneuver around doorways that are too narrow and reach for cabinets that are too high. 
                                                                          There’s something to be said about walking a mile in someone else’s shoes, or in this 
case rather, using someone else’s wheelchair throughout the course of a day in an ill-fitted home. Our Virtual Reality Empathy Experi-
ence was exhibited at the Elder Gallery of Contemporary Art in Charlotte, NC, with overwhelming positive response. You can partake 
in the experience yourself by visiting out YouTube page at www.improvingveteranslives.com. 

Before I get into our accomplishments from 2018, it must be stated that Purple Heart Homes would not be able to proceed in our mis-
sion without support from our individual donors, corporate sponsors, outside fundraisers, and volunteers. It was with support from our 
community partners across the nation that we were able to increase the number of combined housing solutions for Service Connected 
Disabled and our Senior Veterans by 25%. That brings our total project count to 482 veterans and families impacted by Purple Heart 
Homes. 

There are still over 4 million disabled veterans that live in the United States. Many of these veterans do not have adequate housing. 
We invite you to join us in our mission as we enter into a new year. On behalf of everyone at Purple Heart Homes, I wish you a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. We look forward to serving a veteran near you in 2019! 

Throughout my years of serving in the Army, one of the most valuable tools I received was the 
use and implementation of the After Action Review, or AAR. Many of you reading this can 
remember doing these. They can be very informal, or they can be a systematic approach to 
operations. This idea is ingrained in a military formation for the express purpose of making 
evaluation and awareness part of the process. This process helps us avoid repeating mistakes 
and improving procedures. 

Here we are at the end of 2018, and as of today, it is shaping up to be the best year we have 
had at Purple Heart Homes. By December 31st, we expect nearly 60 projects being completed 
from our HQ alone. That is 60 homes, 60 families, 60 neighborhoods, and this does not include 
our Chapters. It’s a number that I thought was possible but was not expecting to see. In my AAR 
for this year, I can attribute this success to one thing: relationships with great people. 

How have we been able to complete these many projects with just a few people all over the 
country? It’s simple, we have amazing partners all around the nation who believe in the value of 
service and importance of our mission. Our team has put those relationships to work; Rob Harrell
working tirelessly on the volunteer side, Tim Mangum coordinating projects from East to West, and 
Charli Straight maximizing our relationships with veterans and in real estate. 

                                                                                                 In addition to this, we have added Matt Stevenson as a Project
                                                                                                 Superintendent and Chris Williams who helps with our volunteer days
                                                                                                 and keeps our machines running. These amazing people get up everday
                                                                                                 ready to serve with great effort and great sacrifice. They are what 
                                                                                                 sustains this mission and I expect that they will all exceed expectations
                                                                                                 in 2019. I could not be more proud!

                                                                                                 May you all have a wonderful Christmas as we celebrate Emanuel, 
                                                                                                 God with us!

     THE CONSTRUCTION ZONE     CO-FOUNDER’S CORNER

     BE A HERO FOR OUR HEROES: HEARTS OF HONOR CLUB

Happy Holiday Season! 

Are you still searching for the perfect gift for everyone on your nice list? I have the perfect suggestion for 
you - give them a Hearts of Honor membership! Your loved one will receive a welcome packet, that we 
can send to you for gift wrapping if you choose or mail directly to the recipient. In addition, new members 
will receive a copy of our book Wounded Homecoming and a pair of VR goggles to experience 
“Vicarious”, our virtual reality empathy experience. It’s like giving three gifts in one, all while improving 
the lives of Veterans! So please consider giving a gift that will truly give all year to our Veterans!

Why join Hearts of Honor? Put simply, we have hundreds of veterans waiting for much needed repairs 
to their homes that we just do not have the money to complete. They may need something as simple as 
a ramp to give them the freedom to go in and out of their homes or they may be in need of heat to keep 
warm this winter. By joining Hearts of Honor, you give us the ability to plan for how many projects we 
can afford to complete each quarter, moving Veterans from the “waitlist” to an “active project”. You can 
improve their quality of life in a way that truly thanks them for their service.

Becoming a member of Hearts of Honor is so easy! Simply go to our website PurpleHeartHomesUSA.org 
and fill out your information. If you have any questions about membership in Hearts of Honor, or would 
like to join over the phone or by mail, please contact Kerry Burdick at kburdick@phhusa.org or (704) 818-
3424.

 John Gallina
 Executive Director
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A Korean War Veteran shows volunteers from Duke 
Energy a newspaper article from his time in the Army

   Brad Borders
Construction Director

Available now on 
www.phhusa.org

and Amazon!

WATCH - Double Amputee 
Empathy Experience - 
What’s it’s Like to Live with 
Inadequate Housing:
www.improvingveteranslives.com
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Accurately conveying the true obstacles that Service Connected Disabled and Aging Veterans face daily while living in inadequate 
housing has been a consistent goal throughout our mission. We share the stories of the veterans we’ve assisted. We show pictures 
and videos of the renovations that take place while assisting a veteran. However, words and pictures can only prove so much. In an 
effort to truly enlighten others to the difficulties veterans face day-in and day-out while living in ill-fitted homes, we gathered our 
resources to create the first in what will become a series of Virtual Reality Empathy Experiences.

In order to bring this experience to life, Purple Heart Homes worked with Think Broader Foundation and Wheelhouse Media 
Foundation. Think Broader Foundation is a woman-led non-profit that promotes creative storytelling to promote empathy. Through 
a Cultural Vision grant from the Arts & Science Council, Think Broader Foundation partnered with Wheelhouse Media 
Foundation, which supports non-profit entities who do not have the financial or human resources to adequately market themselves 
in an increasingly content-driven media world. The first experience was launched as part of the Vicarious exhibit on November 1, 
2018, at The Elder Gallery of Contemporary Art in Charlotte, NC. This particular experience allows users to immerse themselves 
in the life of a double amputee war veteran to better understand the challenges of living in a wheelchair while attempting to age in 
place safely.

Our debut empathy experience can be found on our YouTube page at www.improvingveteranslives.com or by searching, “Double 
Amputee Empathy Experience – What it’s Like to Have Inadequate Housing.” You can also find the experience on our Facebook 
page, Twitter profile, Instagram account, and website. Additionally, if you become a Hearts of Honor Club member, you will 
receive a pair of VR goggles to experience the 3D version!

After personally undergoing the experience, we encourage you to share it with anyone you feel may benefit from it. Purple Heart 
Homes, together with Think Broader and Wheelhouse Media, will continue to produce a series of empathy experiences using 
virtual reality film production. Out of the four million Service Connected Disabled Veterans living in the United States today, over 
50% of these veterans are 65 years of age or older and live in homes that were built in the 1950’s and 1960’s. These homes are 
often no longer able to meet their physical needs due to disability and aging.

Please join us and our partners in sharing the value that a safe and accessible home brings to the ones who sacrificed so much to 
ensure that we can remain safe in our homes. To keep up to date with our upcoming Virtual Reality Empathy Experiences, 
subscribe to our YouTube channel when you search for Purple Heart Homes, Inc.

With the end of 2018 approaching, I would like to share how exceptionally grateful I am for 
all of the supporters we’ve been so blessed to have throughout this significant year. 
Purple Heart Homes began ten years ago when two combat-wounded veterans had the desire 
to pay it forward to their fellow veterans. Fast forward to January 2018. After completing 
what can be considered as a successful 2017, Purple Heart Homes entered 2018 with new 
goals set and confidence that those goals could be accomplished according to “The Plan”. 
Fast forward to February 12, 2018. “The Plan” needed to be put on hold while the 
organization needed to figure out how to move forward after the unexpected passing of one 
of our Co-founders, Dale Beatty. A familiar cliché exists that applied to Purple Heart Homes 
on that day and moving forward, and that cliché is, “Not everything goes according to plan.”

There are two paths that can be taken when change happens to “The Plan”. The first path is 
panic, which can be compared to the flight instinct. Panic results in irrational thinking, 
compulsive decision making, and self-doubt. The alternative path is rationality; or, the 
realization that flight is not an option. The fight instinct is understanding that what you have 
is worth protecting, with the decision made that you will protect what you have at all costs. 
It takes strong character to fight for a belief, or perhaps a mission. 

Fast forward to the present. As Chairman of the Board of Directors for Purple Heart Homes, 
I can say with the utmost confidence that the staff of Purple Heart Homes fought as hard as 
possible to uphold the mission that both Dale and John stared ten years ago. In a remarkable 
display of dedication, the staff of Purple Heart Homes managed to complete more projects 
than they did in 2017, hold an unprecedented number of events, and gained essentially dou-
ble the amount of Hearts of Honor Club members. The safety and comfort in the homes of 
our nation’s most valuable heroes will always be worth the fight. It’s in agreement from our 
supporters that keeps the fight going. 

I extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who joins Purple Heart Homes in our fight to 
ensure that every veteran has a safe place to call home.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN     MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

   Charles Page
Chairman of the Board

After receiving substantial praise from the 2017 Veterans Aging Summit at UNC Chapel Hill, 
Purple Heart Homes once again partnered up with Housing Assistance Council and National 
League of Cities and took the 2nd Annual Veterans Aging Summit to Indianapolis, IN!

The 2018 Veterans Aging Summit took place on October 26th at the prestigious Indiana War 
Memorial in downtown Indianapolis. We were grateful to receive support from The Home 
Depot Foundation, the Mayor of Indianapolis’ Office, Comcast, and Indiana University Health 
Systems as we united veteran stakeholders from across the nation in an effort to address the 
housing needs of aging veterans and their caregivers. Three panel discussions were the 
primary events throughout the day, which covered Aging Veterans & Housing, Veteran 
Caregivers, as well as Rural & Urban Community Engagement. The 2nd Annual Veterans 
Aging Summit also featured data presentations from both Housing Assistance Council and 
National League of Cities. Participants attended the summit from various locations, including 
North Carolina, Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, Michigan, Ohio, and Maine.

Interactive dialogue between panelists and attendees took place throughout the summit. By the 
end of the day, a call to action was created to spread awareness and promote solutions for the 
critical needs both veterans and caregivers face while dealing with housing as they age. 

The Veterans Aging Summit takes place on an annual basis at different locations across the 
nation. If you are interested in participating in the 2019 Veterans Aging Summit, please contact 
Melanie Balousek at mbalousek@phhusa.org or (980) 223-5031.

Above: Panelists discuss Rural & 
Urban Community Engagement Below: 
Dr. Brian Hancock of the Roudebush 
Medical VA Center
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PURPLE HEART HOMES CHAPTERS

Happy Holidays! What an exciting time of year for Purple Heart Homes and our 
Chapters. During National Veterans and Military Families month, we have seen 
an incredible outpour of love and support for our nation’s Service Connected 
Disabled Veterans. We would like to salute our Golden Corner Chapter and 
Clemson University along with their community for featuring project recipient, 
SSG Jason Livingston, US Army (ret.) at the Duke-Clemson game during their 
Military Appreciation Day. In addition to 7 other projects, this Chapter recently 
celebrated the completion of Jason’s bathroom renovation. Great job!

We would also like to say, “Thank you!” to our friends at Duke Energy; we are 
proud to announce that we received a Chapter support grant. In partnership with 
Bronze Star Homes, we will provide a 16’ ramp to each of our 11 Chapters to 
help a veteran in need.Over the next year, we are looking forward to developing 
our community support model to meet our goal of starting up 200 chapters in 
10 years. How do we plan to reach our goal? Through the collective efforts of 
corporate partnerships, social media, and radio coverage we can raise awareness 
about veterans in need and how our Chapters are an effective way to make a 
difference. 

A warm welcome to our new Chapter Team members Tim Mangum, Director 
National Chapter Program, and Samantha Christopher, Community Relations 
Manager. They look forward to helping our Chapter program continue to grow 
and develop across the country. Purple Heart Homes needs YOU to help make a 
lasting impact on the lives of veterans in your neighborhood. If you are 
interested in joining efforts with other volunteers in your community or are 
willing to take the initiative to start up a Chapter near you, please call Samantha 
Christopher, Community Relations Manager, at (704) 818-3420.

WATCH - How to Start a PHH Chapter:
https://youtu.be/vqQfyXYw688

 EVENTS

Our tenth year of operations saw a significant increase in events from previous years. 
Fundraising events serve as a critical source of support that allows us to continue providing 
safe and accessible housing for Service Connected Disabled and Aging Veterans. In 2018, the 
combined number of events from Purple Heart Homes and outside fundraisers has totalled in 
approximately $250,000! 

We’ve had some incredible partners who have helped us throughout the year. We are par-
ticularly appreciative of The Victory Cup, who selected Purple Heart Homes as an official 
nonprofit partner in 2018. The Victory Cup otherwise known as “America’s Polo Match,” had 
tournaments take place all year long in Texas, New York, and South Carolina. As an official 
nonprofit partner, The Victory Cup donates 20% of their alcohol sales to our mission. Thank 
you, Victory Cup, for caring about the housing needs of our nation’s most valuable heroes!

As we enter a new year, we are excited to tell you about some of our upcoming events! Save 
the date for the 2019 Spring Golf Classic, which will be taking place on April 22, 2019, at The 
Palisades Country Club in Charlotte, NC. The 2nd Annual Dale Beatty Memorial 5K & Fun 
Run will take place on June 22, 2019 in Statesville, NC. We already have our 2019 Annual 
Stakeholders Event scheduled for November 15, 2019, at Langtree Plantation in Mooresville, 
NC. If you’re interested in either attending or hosting a fundraising event for Purple Heart 
Homes, contact Paula Collins at (704) 438-6127 or pcollins@phhusa.org. 
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Top: Polo players active on the field 
during The Victory Cup in Charleston, 
SC. Bottom: The 2018 Stakeholders 
Event in Charlotte, NC

DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Above: PHH Upstate SC Chapter receiving 
recognition at the Duke-Clemson football game 
Below: PHH Golden Corner Chapter installing 
a new deck and ramp in the rain for a WWII 
U.S. Navy Veteran 

The 2018 Winter Edition of Donor Spotlight features National Gypsum, one of the largest gypsum board producers in the world. 
Headquartered in Charlotte, NC, the company is a full-line building products supplier, recognized in the industry for customer 
service and product quality.

National Gypsum has been an amazing partner to Purple Heart Homes in many ways. Most recently, they partnered with us 
on our Denver project to supply the newly built homes with PURPLE® moisture, mold and mildew resistant drywall. We can 
always count on National Gypsum to stand up for our Service Connected Disabled Veterans and assist in any way they can!

 “Everyone at National Gypsum has such profound respect and appreciation for the sacrifice and service of our veterans. As a 
company we’ve worked to support veterans through different initiatives over the years and it has truly been an honor to work 
with Purple Heart Homes as part of that effort. Their mission is completely in alignment with our work as a building products 
manufacturer and our values as a company. John and Dale were so supportive when we renovated two veteran’s homes as part of 
our PURPLE-To-Perfect Contest in Philadelphia and we were heartbroken when we heard Dale Beatty had passed away 
earlier this year. He left a remarkable legacy and we’re so proud to see how the organization has grown and how many lives it 
has touched since we first joined forces.” – Jay Watt, Director of Marketing

Tim Parker, COO of Purple Heart Homes, said, “National Gypsum’s support of Purple Heart Homes and veterans in general 
has been exceptional. The quality product they continue to provide us has enhanced our ability to provide quality service to our 
Service Connected Disabled Veterans.”

National Gypsum, known as the leader in quality, customer service, and innovation, manufactures Gold Bond® gypsum board; 
ProForm® finishing products, and PermaBase® cement board. In addition, they work tirelessly to protect our environment by 
attaining the highest level of ecological responsible and resource-efficient technology.

We would like to express the most sincere gratitide to all of the wonderful people at National Gypsum – we appreciate your 
support of our mission! To find out how your company can get connected to Purple Heart Homes, please send an email to 
info@phhusa.org.

Left: Purple Heart Homes’ 
fourth home build underway 
in Denver, NC

Right: Drywall provided 
by National Gypsum inside 
of the fourth home build in 
Denver, NC



     PURPLE HEART HOMES CHAPTERS
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755 Washington Ave.
Statesvi l le,  NC 28677

Current Projects
Michael Goodman - U.S. Coast Guard - Cold War - NC
Kenneth Hampton - U.S. Army - Cold War - KY
Frederick Hubel - U.S. Army, Navy - Vietnam - NC
Marvin Palmer - U.S. Army - Gulf War, OIF, OEF - NC
and more...

Application Pipeline
Requested: 528

Active Projects: 299

CONNECTIONS
     2018 WINTER EDITION

CONTACT US:  704.838.4044       info@phhusa.org       www.purplehearthomesusa.org

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

Chapter Projects
Chesley Crews
              Upstate SC, WWII, Army Air Corps
Arthur Hardy 
              Metro-Atlanta, Korea, Marine Corps
Frank Krob
              NE Ohio, Vietnam, Army
Jeffrey Rohletter
              Golden Corner SC, Gulf War/OEF, Air Force/Army 
Wanda Rose
              Piedmont NC, Cold War, Army
James Terry
              Colorado Front Range, Vietnam, Army

10 YEARS OF OPERATIONS 
IMPROVES THE LIVES OF 484 VETERANS      

When John Gallina and Dale Beatty conceptualized Purple Heart Homes back in 2008, the goal was modest. Give 
Service Connected Disabled and Aging Veterans the freedom to move throughout their homes with ease, one home at a 
time. Give back to the ones who gave up so much for our freedoms, one home at a time. Give veterans from all eras a 
better quality of life, one home at a time. Step by step, home after home, the goal grew into a movement that has been 
embraced by communities across the nation. As we approach the end of 2018, it is with humility and gratitude that the 
Board and Staff of Purple Heart Homes declare that 484 Service Connected Disabled and Aging Veterans in 32 states 

have been provided with housing solutions from our Headquarters and Chapter regions.

Whether it was building a ramp, remodeling a bathroom, or repairing a roof, all 484 veterans that we assisted had a 
broad variance of needs. Purple Heart Homes would not have been able to address these needs without the necessary 
support from volunteers, donors, sponsors, and other partnerships. While our collaborative efforts have granted us the 
ability to aid so many veterans over the years, approximately four million Service Connected Disabled Veterans live in 
the United States currently. Nearly half of these veterans are 60 years of age or older. The Purple Heart Homes mission 

to provide housing solutions for Service Connected Disabled and Aging Veterans that are substantial in function, 
design, and quality - fit to welcome home the fighting men and women of America - has made terrific progress through 

the hearts of citizens across our great nation, however, the movement is far from ending. Our momentum needs to 
increase and remain steadfast until every veteran has a safe place to call home.

As we enter 2019, we invite you to join us in our mission and continue the movement. Find out how you can get 
involved by visiting our website at www.phhusa.org. Accompany us as we continue to 

“Improve Veterans’ Lives, One Home at a Time!”
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Left: Purple Heart Homes staff and volunteers construct a new deck and ramp for a Korean War Veteran in 
Statesville, NC. Right: The same Korean War Veteran sits atop of his recently completed deck and ramp with his dog

Tag us and tell how 
YOU’RE connected 

on our Facebook, 
Twitter, or Instagram 
pages and we’ll send 
you a FREE prize!


